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HSSA Adds Two New Grant Assistance Awards; 
Intends to Help First-Time Grant Writers 

SPOKANE, WA. – A total of twenty (20) or more grants for up to $5,000 each will be awarded by the Health Sciences and Services Authority (HSSA) to small businesses and academic laboratory researchers in Spokane County who are engaged in health sciences research. 
The $100,000 set-aside for these grants is intended to provide grant-writing assistance from a professional consultant to small health science start-up businesses applying for federal Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) or Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) grans. HSSA will provide the same opportunity for Spokane County-based university researchers who are resubmitting multi-year project grant proposals focused on a health or life science issue that has been deemed “acceptable” (in National Institute of Health (NIH) terms “scored”), but not funded. 
“It is often daunting to write an effective first-time proposal for a National Institutes of Health (NIH) or some other federal agency,” said Nancy Isserlis, HSSA Board Chair. “We want to ease that process a bit by providing professional grant-writing assistance that encourages area researchers to make that first attempt a potentially more successful experience.” HSSA matches SBIR/STTR or other federal agency health sciences research grants that are considered “proof of concept” in nature for up to $500,000 in its health sciences research small business category.
HSSA invites health sciences researchers, public or private, or Spokane County-based university researchers to send a two-page Letter of Interest (LOI) to Susan Ashe, Executive Director, HSSA, McKinstry Innovation Center at 850 E. Spokane Falls Boulevard, Suite 131, Spokane, WA  99202. The Letter of Intent should identify the applicant and his/her contact information, the title of the research grant, in no more than 250 words describe the research and a potential commercialization plan, and any other technical or other information deemed important by the applicant. Applicants may also apply on line at www.hssaspokane.org.

HSSA’s Board will select those proposals that best meet its mission and appear to be qualified for federal funding. It will notify the applicant and provide a list of three professional grant writers with a successful federal grant track record. The applicant may interview the three and select one. HSSA will reimburse expenses up to $5,000 directly to the consultant.
###

About Our Board:

Nancy Isserlis, City Attorney, City of Spokane, and HSSA Board Chair; Michael Wilson, Consultant and Former Chief Executive, Providence Health Care, Grants Committee Chair; Olú Ekúndayò, MD, MPH, DrPH, Associate Professor & Research Director, MPH Program, Eastern Washington University; Jason Thackston, Senior Vice President of Energy Resources, Avista Corp., Finance Committee Chair; Dr. Dean Martz, Chief Medical Officer, Providence Urban Hospitals; Kevin Oldenburg, Founder, Ph.D., 2nd Sight Bioscience; Gary Pollack, Ph.D., Dean, WSU College of Pharmacy; David J. Vachon, Ph.D., CEO/Founder, Iasis Molecular Sciences/Novion Technologies, and Francisco R. Velàzquez, M.D., S.M., President & CEO, PAML. 

For More Information: 
The mission of HSSA is to invest funds to create and support a nationally competitive health sciences research cluster in Spokane County, and to increase access to health care. HSSA works collaboratively with community partners to catalyze higher education research and the health sciences industry to lead to higher wage jobs, long-term sustainability and economic diversification. For more information, visit our website at www.hssaspokane.org, or contact Susan Ashe, Executive Director, at 509.483.5985 or susan@hssaspokane.org. 
