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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY POLICY
Background
The Health Sciences and Services Authority (HSSA) of Spokane County was created by the Board of County Commissioners of Spokane County under chapter 35.104 RCW and Spokane County Resolution Nos 2007-1054 and 2008-0156.  Resolution No. 2008-0156 provides in part:
Section 3:  Intellectual Property
The Board will require that the Trustees utilize the Intellectual Property Policy Adopted by the Life Sciences Discovery Fund in developing its intellectual property policy.
Consistent with the provisions of chapter 35.104 RCW and the directive of the Board of County Commissioners under Resolution No. 2008-0156, the HSSA Board does hereby adopt the following:

Intellectual Property Policy
HSSA grant awards are intended to promote bioscience-based economic development and to advance new therapies and procedures to combat disease and promote public health.  HSSA recognizes that discoveries and developments having public health, scientific, business, or commercial value made in during performance of work funded at least in part by HSSA grants.  HSSA desires that such discoveries and developments be administered in such a manner that they are brought into public use at the earliest possible time.  HSSA recognizes that this may be best accomplished through patenting, copyrighting, trade marking, and/or licensing such discoveries and developments.
Definition
“Intellectual Property” and/or “IP” means any discoveries, developments, concepts, designs, ideas, patent applications, patents, know‑how, improvements, inventions, trade secrets, and/or original works of authorship (whether or not patentable, copyrightable, or otherwise legally protectable), and all other intellectual property anywhere in the world.
Policy
(1) All Grantees, as defined in the Grant Award Agreement, must advise whether they have policies regarding ownership and management of IP developed by its employees.
(2) Grantees shall maintain, and provide Grantor copies of, Proprietary Information and Inventions Agreements (“PIAA”), also known as Confidential Information and Inventions Assignment Agreements (“IIAA”), executed by every founder, employee, contractor, consultant, partner, and agent, performing work on, or related to, the Project.
(3) All Grantees must describe how IP developed under an HSSA grant will be managed for commercialization.  Grantees with established IP management infrastructures can meet this requirement by referencing the policies, practices, and structure they already have in place.  
(4) Any IP arising from technologies that were conceived or developed, at least in part, through research sponsored by, through or under an HSSA grant must be reported to the HSSA. This reporting obligation does not require disclosure of information protected as “Trade Secrets” by applicable law.
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